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This year, we proudly watched two of our seniors walk 
across the stage to receive their diplomas from Roosevelt 
High School. The exciting moment was met with loud 
cheers and a few tears as we celebrated an important 
milestone for this young man and young woman.

As I write this article, I am humbled by the realization that 
our emphasis on everything relating to education would 
be wishful thinking and an empty hope if it weren’t for 
you. Your donations make it possible for us to provide our 
children with what they need to be successful in school.  
Your generous gifts provide nice school clothes so that our 
children and youth “fit in”. Your donations support junior 
high and high school band and FFA involvement. Your 
generous support allows our kids to participate in every 
kind of school sport that is offered in junior high and high 
school athletic programs. Thanks to you, our teens dare to 
try out for school plays and choir. Finally, your donations 
allow us to offer homework help and tutoring support 
after school.

Most importantly, as we partner together for the sake of 
children, our kids can dare to dream!  Our newest high 
school graduates are a long way from the abuse and 
neglect that led them to Texas Girls & Boys Ranch in the 
first place. They have dealt with their issues and have 
conquered many of their demons. They can now look in 
hope to a much brighter future.

We are only weeks away from the beginning of a new 
school year. This coming year, our foster families and 
houseparents will care for preschoolers and seniors…and 
every grade in between.  Thank you for joining us as we 
help our children learn how to dream!

John Sigle, 

TxGBR President

High school is not easy!  This is especially true for low-
income youth and even more so for foster youth. The 
dropout rates for foster youth are three times higher 
than for other low-income children. Nationally, only 
50% of children in foster care manage to finish high 
school. Virtually all research shows a direct and dismal 
correlation between high school dropout rates and 
prison, homelessness, and poverty populations. Here are 
just a few of the factors that contribute to foster youth 
high school dropout rates:

•	 Instability and disruptions in school placements 
and continuity

•	 Trauma and Adverse Childhood Experiences that 
affect the youth’s mental health and self-esteem

•	 Negative school experiences, such as bullying, 
discrimination, and negative interactions with 
teachers and peers.

•	 Financial challenges that may affect the child’s 
access to resources like school supplies, school 
clothes, field trips, and extracurricular activities 
(band, sports, clubs).

•	 Legal/Emotional conflicts for youth who can 
legally choose to emancipate at age 18 to return 
to biological family, but can and should remain 
in foster care because they haven’t graduated  
high school

A good education and a high school diploma are among 
the most important goals we have for our high school 
students. The discouraging national trend does not 
deter us from our objective to make sure that everyone 
graduates high school…and we’re doing pretty well. In 
fact, over the last twenty years nearly every resident who 
was in care at Texas Girls & Boys Ranch for their junior 
year of high school has graduated. And more, several 
of them graduated from college or other continuing  
education opportunities.

T H E I M P O RTA N C E O F
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Each summer, Charles Quisenberry takes the children from TxGBR on a summer vacation in 
Colorado. The trip is filled with many lessons, adventures, and memory-making moments. 
Charles’ heart overflows with happiness toward each child throughout the five-day trip. All 
four cottages, house parents, and additional TxGBR staff attend to help make the week-long 
vacation memorable! 

This year in Colorado, the children from the Ranch got to experience many new things that 
most of them have never had the opportunity to do before. Each day was filled with different 
activities that provided fun and irreplaceable memories. The children enjoyed fishing, learned 
the basics of camping, and assisted in setting up the tents. The entire group enjoyed a day 
floating the nearby river which allowed everyone to admire God’s great creation and its 
beauty. In the evenings, the children enjoyed activities provided by the campsite. The days 
often ended with s’mores and fellowship around the campfire. 

We are so thankful for Charles and everyone else who helps behind the scenes to make sure 
this trip happens smoothly every year. There are so many learning experiences and memories 
the children can keep for a lifetime.



It is an active time of year! While the schools are mostly quiet, summer is the busiest time of 
year on our campus. Over the years we have been able to add opportunities for the children 
during summer months which have helped reduce the burden of planning, organizing, and 
running activities and events throughout the summer. Cottage vacations, summer camps, 

day trips to regional attractions (Abilene Zoo, Carlsbad Caverns, etc.), an annual Colorado camping trip and on-
campus summer programming are all on the summer calendar.  

To make all this happen, we have been tremendously blessed to have a robust team of house parents and support 
staff who tackle all these activities and outings with enthusiasm and positivity. Equally, our Education, Recreation, 
and Spiritual Development director and team engage the kids in a variety of educational, craft, and therapeutic 
activities to create a summer to remember.  

Please help us by praying for all these staff members who pour themselves tirelessly into the children who are 
with us for a brief season of life. Their dedication and hard work make a significant impact on the lives of these 
children, providing them with many memorable experiences. Your prayers and support are greatly appreciated as 
we strive to create a nurturing and enriching environment for all the children in our care. 

ROGER MAHAN
VP of Children’s Services
rmahan@txgbr.org
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The compassion of Jesus, Matthew 10:37-38 NJK “Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly 
is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into His harvest.” Our campus is small but mighty when you look at the work that our caregivers 
provide. We have been fully staffed with houseparents since July of last year, which has been a 

blessing- to know that there are people out there who are led here to serve. Each one of our houseparents made a 
commitment to themselves and listened to God’s calling for them to set themselves apart from the world and their 
personal lives to be the hands and feet here. The harvest is truly plentiful, even on some of the harder days. The Texas 
Girls & Boys houseparents continue to put their needs second. I started with the ranch back in 2012 as a direct care 
staff. I always said this was the hardest of the jobs on campus. As a direct care staff, you are not just in one cottage 
but multiple. You are learning and building relationships with every kid on campus, kind of like the show MASH. I 
used to watch this with my dad growing up. MASH stands for Mobile Army Surgical Hospital. Our direct care staff do 
not perform surgical operations but have one of the most important jobs of caring for hurt children. Our facility is a 
twenty-four-hour operation, which means we have staff awake every hour of the day. This is a calling and we at Texas 
Girls & Boys Ranch are truly blessed to work alongside Christ-focused people. Matthew 6:21 NKJ says, “For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  Our treasure is in Jesus Christ, and he is present among the workers here at 
Texas Girls & Boys Ranch. 

ADAM BARRERA
Campus Program Director
abarrera@txgbr.org

Tx
GB
R
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Turning Point would like to welcome our new staff on board and are excited to have them 
join our agency. Noah Argueta; Noah is married and has 2 children. Noah currently resides 
in Plainview and is planning to move to Lubbock soon. Noah previously worked at Reed 
Adolescence Center teaching life skills. We are also excited to have Hope Franklin joining our 

team as well. Hope is married and is currently attending Texas Tech majoring in Human Development Studies. 
Please join us in welcoming our new staff on board. We are eager to have them as a part of our team. 

TAMMI PILLOW, MS
Turning Point Services
tpillow@txgbr.org

Texas Girls & Boys Ranch has been providing foster and adoption services for ten years now and 
has been a part of over one hundred adoptions. We have noticed that many of our children, 
adopted at a young age, are grappling with intense emotions as they grow older. Earlier this 
year we decided to refocus some of our efforts to better support adoptive parents. At Texas 

Girls & Boys Ranch, we remain dedicated to our families long after the adoption process is completed. We believe 
it truly does take a village to raise a child, and we are committed to being that village whenever it is needed. We 
recently held a support group for adoptive parents in our community which received an overwhelmingly positive 
response. We are committed to continuing to offer this valuable support to all adoptive families in our area. To 
expand our post-adoption program, we are actively seeking additional funding through a grant. Your prayers 
and support for TxGBR are greatly appreciated as we continue our efforts to provide the best possible care for  
these children. 

KAYLEE NEWBOLD
CPA Home Developer
knewbold@txgbr.org

Tx
GB
R

Tx
GB
R

JEREMY WALKER
Director of Education, Recreation & Spiritual Development
jwalker@txgbr.org

One of the most moving things I get to witness is the collaboration of all of the staff to fulfill 
our mission of Sharing Jesus, Healing Hearts, and Transforming Lives. These past few months 
have posed unique challenges for our staff and watching them pour themselves out every day 
to serve our kids is compelling. It would have been easy for any of them to take the easy way 

out, demand their days off, or tap out when their shift was over, but their passion for our kids always came first! 
I am confident that the Lord has gathered his people here for such a time as this, and I look forward to watching 
him work through his servants.  

Tx
GB
R
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FUTURE FARMER

FUN AT CHURCH CAMP

WE LOVE A PARADE

FISHING FUN SUMMER HIKE

CINCO DE MAYO CELEBRATION
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TUMBLEWEED

TWINS!

FISHING FUN

WHAT A CUTIE! CHECKING OUT THE ECLIPSE

WATCH OUT!
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What do you think about when you think of being successful?

What would you say success looks like to you? Is it a happy family life… a popular celebrity… or maybe it’s 
a good-paying job? Success means different things to different people but there are some things being 
successful has in common for most everyone. Things like fulfilling your purpose, making an impact or 
difference, and being able to reach the goals you’ve set.

When I consider what success looks like, I think of a thirteen-year-old girl named Sofia. Sofia has been at 
TxGBR for a couple of years and has achieved great success in spite of being given considerable obstacles to 
overcome. One of Sofia’s biggest successes is in school. She, like many kids in her circumstance, was struggling 
with school when she first came to the Ranch. But once she was given the tools and encouragement she 
needed to thrive, she knew no limitations when it came to succeeding. Sofia has won awards in band, math 
competitions, robotics, as well as other areas.  

It’s great that Sofia is succeeding in school because that can set up her for so many more successes in her 
future. I don’t have to tell you how important a good education can be when it comes to being able to reach 
goals and find your place in the world.

Sofia’s success story is not an uncommon one among the children at TxGBR.

That’s because we are passionate about providing a good education for the children we serve. When you 
make the decision to help with sending kids back to school, you aren’t just ensuring they have the things 
they need for the classroom. You are ensuring that every child will be supported in whatever way they may 
need, whether at the Ranch or at school. School expenses are more than pencils, paper, and crayons. Your gift 
supports the whole package: clothes, shoes, band instruments, sports gear, tutors, field trips, and anything 
else you can imagine for a successful school year.
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But we couldn’t provide this support without your help.

We rely on the folks in our community, like you, who are as passionate about helping hurting girls and boys 
as we are. So, won’t you prayerfully consider making the choice today to help the kids at the Ranch fulfill their 
purpose, make a difference, and reach their goals in life? You might even consider making your donation a 
recurring one, as school expenses are ongoing throughout the year.

A good education can make such a difference in the lives of children like Sofia.  
Won’t you please use the card and envelope provided to send in your support today?

Thank you for helping provide a good education for the kids at the Ranch.

John Sigle, 

TxGBR President PS: You can always 
make a secure 

donation on our 
website at txgbr.org 
and designate it as 

Back to School.
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DONOR APPRECIATION

BILLY CHEEK
Advancement Officer
bcheek@txgbr.org
While many on the TxGBR campus are busy preparing for back to school, our Advancement 
Department has been working diligently on our annual Sparkles & Spurs Gala, which will be 
Thursday evening of August the 8th. This event is our only internal fundraiser, and we rely on the 
funds raised to support the ongoing needs of the children in our care. The Gala is a fun event that 
allows us the opportunity to spend time with our good friends and donors like you. We pray you will 

consider joining us as we share our mission so you can learn more about ways you can impact the lives of the children 
at the Ranch. If you cannot attend this year, would you please consider making a donation online and designating it 
as Gala. We are so grateful for all of you who continue to financially support and pray for the important work we do at 
TxGBR. For more information about the Gala, you can go to txgbr.org or contact Courtney Monk at 806-747-3187 or  
cmonk@txgbr.org. 

MICHAEL NUDELMAN
Church Relations Officer
mnudelman@txgbr.org

Summer is here and for most of us that means vacation, swimming, and cookouts. But we all know 
what’s coming… back to school! At Texas Girls & Boys Ranch, we start planning for back-to-school 
months in advance. We have to plan for haircuts, new school outfits, and of course, school supplies. 
We at TxGBR would love for CHURCHES, civic groups, and individuals to help out with back to school. 

A school supply drive would be a real blessing. We have a lot of kiddos that we have to send to school and that takes 
time and a lot of effort. Please consider helping us with this upcoming school year. Thank you and God bless.
*Pencils *Pens blue/black/red *Highlighters *Spiral notebooks *Binders *Calculators *Color pencils
*Crayons *Markers *College ruled notebook paper *Backpacks *Kleenex *Hand sanitizer

CHURCH CONNECTION

COURTNEY MONK
Community Relations Coordinator
cmonk@txgbr.org
Summer is always a busy time at the ranch! We are extremely grateful for every single volunteer that 
takes the time to come out to the ranch and help where it is needed. TxGBR has been blessed by 
meals, play times, tutoring, and event support through our volunteers this summer! There are always 
opportunities to volunteer throughout the year that can range from indoor and outdoor activities, 
as well as hanging out with our children and staff! We are excited to welcome new volunteers as we 

finish up the summer and enter the fall!

On August 8th, our 4th Annual Sparkles & Spurs Gala will be held at Overton Hotel & Conference Center. Individual 
tickets and table sponsorship will be available for purchase, as well as volunteer opportunities for this event. If you 
would like additional information regarding this event or volunteering, please contact me at 806.747.3187 ext. 105 or 
cmonk@txgbr.org

VOLUNTEERING
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“This is going to change the complexion of how we view foster care treatment for our foster kids, but more importantly,  
how we look at the people who we rely on to care for foster kids.”

Those ominous words were spoken by Health & Human Services Secretary Xavier Bacerra regarding a rule recently 
enacted by his Department. “Safe and Appropriate Foster Care Placement Requirements for Titles IV-E and IV-B” was 
enacted on April 29, which creates a two-tier system for placing children in foster care: agencies that comply with the 
new policies will be labeled as “Designated Placement Providers” & considered “safe” placements; and then there are the 
others.

What are the new policies? HHS will now delineate the designation of an agency based on their willingness to require 
foster parents to go along with a child’s sexual confusion. According to HHS, “The [Designated] provider must commit to 
establishing an environment that supports the child’s LGBTQI+ status or identity. Second, the provider must be trained with the 
appropriate knowledge and skills to provide for the needs of the child related to the child’s self-identified sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender expression. Third, the provider must facilitate the child’s access to age- or developmentally- 
appropriate resources, services, and activities that support their health and well-being.”

In other words, agencies & foster families who maintain a biblical understanding of human sexuality & adhere to a 
Christian system of morality will not be viewed as “safe” placements and will be relegated to a second-class status. 

It is unclear how this new rule will ultimately be implemented as it is set to take effect in 2026, but it certainly is concerning 
for the future of faith-based childcare. Will fewer children be placed in Christian homes & agencies? Will funding be cut 
for those out of favor with the powers that be?

What is certain is this illustrates even more clearly why a strong endowment is critical to the long-term viability of Texas 
Girls & Boys Ranch. The Ranch receives annual distributions from the Foundation’s permanent endowment to meet 
obligations & provide needed services to wounded children in a Christ-centered environment. But these distributions 
are very small compared to the total need & certainly not sufficient to make up a significant shortfall like what could be 
coming in the near future.

We urgently need your help! 

Will you please consider making a gift to Texas Girls & Boys Ranch Foundation? We need your partnership more than 
ever to grow the endowment so that adequate funding can be provided for the children served by the Ranch, no matter 
what the future holds. Let’s talk today about options that could make a bigger impact for both the ministry & you. You 
may be surprised how much good can be done!

Contact Eric at the Foundation office at (806) 749-1103 or ecreel@TxGBRFoundation.org to discuss how you can be a part of 
creating a solid future for Christian childcare at TxGBR.

Is a Two-Tier System on the Horizon?

ERIC CREEL
President, Texas Girls & Boys Ranch  
Foundation
ecreel@txgbrfoundation.org
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HONORARIUMS
All Who Support TxGBR		
 Mr. Jerry Dennis
Atkins, Kevin & Gay
Cowan, Kendall & Becky
Madden, Robert
Motley, Sheila
Owens, Ralph & Rebecca	
 City Bank

MEMORIALS
Allen, Taryn	
 Laurie Bateman
Amburn, Denise & Jody	
 Tedburn Investments, Inc.
Andrews, Susan	
 Mike & Carla Calfin
Armstrong, Mike	
 Christy Moossy
Attaway, Dalton	
 Mr. Mike Davison
Austin, Loretta	
 New Jerusalem Baptist Church
Babb, Howard	
 Joe & Jameree Freeman
Bailey, Roy	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Baker, Michael J.	
 Mrs. Angel Reistino
Barton, Rex	
 David & Barbara Harris
Betenbough, Rick	
 Richard & Karla Hope	
 Lighthouse Legacies
Bingham, Don	
 John & Karen Tidwell
Blessing, Aspen	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Bond, Rick	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Bowers, Marie	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Brown, Charles Roy “Charlie”	
 Mrs. Ann Nelson	
 Ryan, Kerri, Reid &  
 Joanna Blake

Brown, Jr., Harold	
 Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Bryan, Stephanie	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Bulmer, Leroy	
 Rick & Jean Nudelman
Burns, Thomas	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Carter, Philip	
 Randy & Rebecca Forbus
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Clay, Joshua	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Conner, Johnye	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Cornelius, J’Dereck	
 Darrell & Cathy Wagner
Cottrell, Harvey	
 John & Karen Tidwell	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Cox, Zonelle	
 Manny & Shirley Beetz
Crews, Kenneth	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Davidson, Josh	
 Ms. Darleen West
Dempsey, Guy	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Dunlap, Ricky	
 Tommy & Sarah Burrus
Edwards, Frances	
 Wanda Harguess
Eineichner, Carol	
 Connie Crossnoe
Fauver, Myrt	
 William & Kathie Walker III
Filonowich, Les	
 Bob & Charlotte Mize
Garza, Maricela	
 Mr. Mike Davison
Gipson, Marilyn	
 Ted & Joyce Boyd
 Ronnie & Rhonda Breaux
 Cynthia Buchanan	
 Bob & Barbara Coker
 Trent Hilliard

Golden, Ron & Sue	
 Glenn & Leanora Jones
Griffith, Bruce
 Glenn & Leanora Jones
Harper, Sarah	
 Johnie & Cynthia Harper
Hogue, Marie	
 Sharla Askew
Hogue, Robert Charles	
 Darrel & Sherry Werley
Horkey, Ann	
 Ms. Lou Conner
Howard, Doris Jaunell	
 Ms. Donava Seales
Howell, Ronald & Susan	
 Tatum Schilling
Jobe, John	
 Benny & Judy Gray
Johnson, Dwayne	
 Charles & Beth Ann Cain
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Kirby, Irene	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Kraus, Sharon	
 Randy & Ann Hooks
Livengood, Brian	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Longbotham, Keith	
 Jack & Linda Morris
Loper, Mayo	
 Gordon Automotive
Maloy, James William “Bill”	
 Terry & Kelly Crofoot
 Jerry Hall
McCall, Pamela	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth	
 Jeff & Janet Mercer
McKinzie, Woody	
 Mr. Mike Davison
Owen, Ann	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Owens, Ralph	
 Stephanie Stewart-Daniel
Palmer, Martha	
 Mr. Jim Warren	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth

Paris, Maxine	
 Mr. Mike Davison
Powell, Kenneth	
 Mrs. Sheila Stephens
Reed, Jim	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Reeds, Bill	
 Terry & Kelly Crofoot
Rudin, July	
 Darrel & Sherry Werley
Schacht, Jackie D.	
 Phil & Leslie Nash
Seales, Frances	
 Donava Seales
Sinclair, Alice	
 Jan Allen
Stults, Ann	
 Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Thompson, Larry	
 Benny & Judy Gray
Turner, Mark	
 Allison Alexander
 Gregory & Debie Black
 Steve & Diane Calhoun	
 Terry & Kelly Crofoot
 Mike & Holly Fields
 Mike Jones	
 Joey & Donna Patek
 Ms. Barbara Robbins Watson	
 Robert Seidel
 Priscilla Summers	
 Alan Tharp
 Neil & Sheila Tucker
Woodard, Bobby	
 Stephanie Stewart-Daniel
Woodard, Paul	
 Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Young, Delton	
 Mr. Mike Davison	
 Brent & Cathy Noble
Youngblood, Wayne	
 Gordon Automotive
		

MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS 
April 1 - June 30, 2024

Memorial and Living Honor gifts are made to honor loved ones and friends, while also providing  
care for children who desperately need help. We are deeply grateful to the many people who  

show their affection and respect for their loved ones in this very special way.
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Circuit Rider is published four times a year by Texas Girls & Boys Ranch

P.O. Box 5665 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 • 806.747.3187 • Fax 806.747.3193

Texas Girls & Boys Ranch does not discriminate on the basis of color, age, religion, national origin or disabled condition. 
Funding for the care of the children is provided by the generosity of individuals, churches, businesses, foundations, 

and reimbursement by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services for services rendered to children.
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 8, 2024
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Overton Hotel &
Conference Center

Table Sponsorships Starting at
$2,000 & Individual Tickets $175

To Purchase Your Sponsorship, or for More Information:
Visit www.TxGBR.org or email Courtney at cmonk@TxGBR.org

2322 Mac Davis Lane, Lubbock TX

Save the Date!




