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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Watch Your Step

Many years ago, | took my son Jason, (who was
about 5 years old at the time) to the county fair.
While there, we decided to see the animals. It had
rained the night before and there were several
places where detours were necessary in order to
avoid the mud puddles and standing water. It was
a little tricky to avoid all the puddles and muddy
patches where we might get our shoes really dirty.
| led the way as we maneuvered through this
maze, instructing my son to follow in my steps.
Jason followed behind quietly until we were
about halfway through. Then he said, “Daddy,
this is working really good. | am following in your
footsteps, exactly. That way, if you don’t get your
shoes dirty, | won't either.”

| confess that Jason’s statement really made me
think. It is a terrifying thought that a trusting little
human is following so carefully that if we trip,
stumble, or intentionally walk into the mud, he or
she will land in the mud with us.

The apostle Paul gave similar instructions to the
church in Corinth that | gave to my son so long
ago. He said, "Follow my example, as | follow
the example of Christ.” If we know we are being
watched and followed so closely, perhaps we will
do a little better job of where we lead them.

How often do your shoes get dirty? At Texas Girls
& Boys Ranch we have many children who follow
in our footsteps. Our job is to lead them through
a maze of metaphoric “mud puddles” where one
slip will get them dirty. Many of the children we
serve come to us having already been dragged
through countless “mud puddles”. Physical and
sexual abuse, as well as physical and emotional
neglect are just some of the many puddles that
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our children have walked through, fallen in, or
been pushed into. Most of our girls and boys
have been severely neglected and/or abused by
the very people who gave birth to them and were
supposed to lead them safely through their child
and adolescent years.

When these children come to Texas Girls &
Boys Ranch, we try to help them get cleaned
up by offering a safe, structured, and nurturing
environment. We provide counseling services,
tutoring support, and multiple therapeutic
interventions to help with the healing process.
We involve our children and youth in household
responsibilities and offer opportunities to develop
a good work ethic through various chores. The
houseparents, foster families, direct care staff, and
case managers know that children are watching...
and often following. Infact, our Christian caregivers
are actually counting on it. Some children stand
a little farther back to see if a “mud puddle” is
nearby and to see how successfully these adults
maneuver around it. Others are right behind the
staff. One mistake and both will get muddy.

| often think about Jason’s words..., “lam following
in your steps...if you don't get your shoes dirty, |
won't either.”

My challenge to my staff at Texas Girls & Boys
Ranch or anyone who might have children
following in your footsteps...As you lead the way,
watch your step.

We are blessed by your support!
P
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Recently, we sent out a call on social media about needing
luggage, backpacks, etc., for the children at Texas Girls &
Boys Ranch to be able to carry their belongings in as they
often arrive with everything they own in plastic grocery bags

or trash bags. We feel it is important for the kids we serve
to be able to have the dignity of carrying their belongings in
something they can feel proud about.

The answer to the call from the generous people in our
community was astounding. We had hundreds of responses
and the need was even aired on our local news! What
a heartwarming feeling it is to know that we live in a
community of such caring people. We are so grateful for your

help in serving the precious children in our care.

T. S. Eliot said,
"The journey not the
arrival matters".

Thank you for helping the
kids at TxGBR with their
journey through life.
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TxGBR

ROGER MAHAN
VP of Children’s Services

rmahan@txgbr.org

Spring is in the air and on the Ranch, trees are blooming, and the grass is beginning
to turn green. As we look around, we see the growth that God is faithfully causing to
occur. But beyond the growth we see in nature, we see growth within Texas Girls & Boys
Ranch. Our Child Placing Agency, licensing foster families and performing adoptions,
continues to grow. Opportunities for refining efforts and evidence of enhancements within our programs
is clear. And we see God continuing to provide new opportunities for how we continue to grow as an
agency. Through that process we stand upon our core values that | wanted to share in this edition. Our
agency values are expanded from the simple acronym CARE. We want our staff to CARE for children. We
want our supervisors to CARE for their staff and we want our supervisors to feel CARED for. It is easy enough to
say but hopefully we are all taking it a step further than the acronym. So, when we say CARE, what do we mean?

- Our moral compass points to God's Divine message of faith, hope, and love in
all treatment and care for our children and families.

- Recruit relentless God and child loving advocates; determined to treat and care
for children traumatized by abuse and neglect within our sphere of influence.

- We create connections! Our team members and volunteers connect with
our children and their families through positive nurturing relationships that promote unity.

- Compassion is the catalyst for action. We must have and demonstrate empathy for
children and families to make our mission and ministry thrive.
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JEREMY WALKER
Director of Education, Recreation & Spiritual Development
jwalker@txgbr.org

Paisley had always been a cautious child. She learned from a young age that very few
people could be trusted, so her guard was always up. When she arrived to her cottage
at the Ranch, the excitement of the other kids and the enthusiasm of the houseparents
were no match for her resolve to never let anyone have power over her again.

She faked the smiles and followed the rules, but refused to believe a word about being “loved”. She
heard the houseparents pray for her each night and boiled with rage because she simply couldn’t imagine
that anyone cared that much for anyone else, especially her. Paisley finally had enough and smashed a
salad bowl in the middle of the busy kitchen. She closed her eyes, anticipating the beating she knew
would come, but it never came. Nor did any yelling, berating, or name-calling. The only sound she heard
were the houseparents sweeping up salad and tiny remnants of the plastic bowl. Stunned, Paisley stood
there watching them clean her mess. When it was over, her house mom leaned in close and said, “Love
is patient and kind.”

At TxGBR, we believe everything we do should embody the message of Jesus Christ. We understand
children come from different backgrounds, and there is no way we can perfectly express Jesus' love to
them. However, our hope is that every child who comes to Texas Girls & Boys Ranch will receive daily
encouragement, nurturing, and love. We also pray expectantly that our partnership with local churches,
parachurch ministries, and camps will provide unique opportunities for spiritual transformation that we
simply cannot provide alone. We ask that you pray with us for an abundance of God's blessing as we seek
to Share Jesus, Heal Hearts, and Transform Lives!
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ADAM BARRERA
Campus Program Director
abarrera@txgbr.org

As the season transitioned into spring so did our campus here at Texas Girls & Boys
Ranch. Warmer weather comes with more outdoor sports, activities and kids spending
more time outside. Our spring is filled with extracurricular activities with band practices,
track and field meets for our older kids, and camping trips! Each year our campus gets
involved with different sponsors who invite us on camping/fishing trips.This spring we will take three
separate trips. These are opportunities to build better connections with peers and their caregivers while
camping under the stars and roasting marshmallows for s’'mores! We look forward to opportunities that
involve both caregivers and kids. Building trust-based relationships is very important between kids and
houseparents. Most importantly, this gives another opportunity for our caregivers to share the word of
Christ to the kids in an outdoor setting. What better way to Share Jesus, Heal Hearts, and Transform Lives?

TxGBR

ANGELA SKORICK
Foster Care & Adoption Program Director
askorick@txgbr.org

Working in this field can be challenging at times. Hearing about the trauma of what
the children have experienced and seeing how that trauma has affected them can be
emotionally draining. We cherish the success stories to keep us going. There is one
case that always stands out in my mind. A little boy was so heart broken and angry
about his situation that he lashed out at others and was aggressive verbally and physically. Initially, he
could not be placed with his siblings because of his behavior. The foster family insisted they wanted to
take him. We could all see how he was hurting and wanted to help him work though his grief. Through
much love and patience this child is now unrecognizable from the child he was before. He is now a
very polite, thoughtful, and well-mannered young man. He and his siblings were adopted and are
absolutely thriving in their environment. They are such a beautiful family and | know this couple was
chosen especially for them.

TxGBR

TAMMI PILLOW, MS
Children’s Shelter Program Director
tpillow@txgbr.org

The Shelter has had a couple of busy months. For the month of February, the staff
hosted a Super Bowl party for the kids. The children were provided lots of goodies to
snack on while watching the game, and of course, most were cheering on the Chiefs.
The Elementary-age kids had a Valentine's party at their schools and our staff assisted
with decorating their Valentine boxes for cards and treats. Middle school residents attended their school
Valentine dance. We had lots of activities planned for Spring Break and the kids and staff had a blast. The
kids went to Main Event, Walter's World of Pets, Bahama Bucks, and participated in crafting at Clay Café.
They enjoyed every moment. It is our desire, here at the Texas Girls & Boys Ranch Children’s Shelter, to
show love through Jesus Christ, help heal the broken, and transform one life at a time. Our goal is to
show love through Jesus and love as he has loved us.
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ENJOYING THE WEATHER FARM LIFE

FOSTER A LIFE PROM EXPO FUN AND GAMES
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MAKING A NEW FRIEND SHOOTING HOOPS
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Summer evenings, camp fires, the smell of fresh pine. Do you ever feel the need to get away from it all, slow down,
and take a step back from the hectic pace of life? As a counselor, | often guide the children we serve through
imagery that depicts calm, safe places, to promote a sense of peace and tranquility to calm their troubled minds.
When we take time to slow down and appreciate what we have, and are able to be thankful to God for the blessings
we have in life, we can feel a sense of renewal and be able to forget about all the negativity going on in the world
around us.

The kids at the Ranch need this in their difficult lives. For many of them, their young souls have known more stress
and anxiety than some of us adults experience in a lifetime. They have been through many hardships and what they
need now is rest and rejuvenation, and a chance to get away and be thankful for the good things they have; even
though those may seem very few to them sometimes.

Something that can provide the opportunity for hurting children to be able to slow down,
appreciate life, and see God in all his glory is Church Camp.

Some may think Church Camp is just a fun diversion for the children at the Ranch, but we think of Church Camp as
part of their therapeutic journey of healing, and a significant part of our mission of sharing Jesus, healing hearts,
and transforming lives. The experience of camp is an important part of being able to get away from the stresses of
hectic lives and to be able to focus on Jesus and the good things God has in store for them in their futures, and it’s
such a wonderful way to mend wounded spirits.

To take a broken life and try to make it whole again takes many loving people and a lot of carefully planned effort.
Church Camp is an integral part of that effort. Over the years, we have seen many children, some of whom we
thought we may never be able to reach, respond so positively to the Church Camp experience that it forever
changed their lives. When you think about it, the cost of Church Camp is a very small price to pay for such a
potentially life-changing experience.
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This year it costs $250 to attend Church Camp, and your commitment to
send a child to camp is an investment that could possibly make an
eternal difference in a child’s life.

Would you prayerfully consider making this investment in a child’s future? Even a small
part of the investment is better than nothing at all. Imagine them being in a place where
God feels closer and their life seems much simpler, enjoying the summer evenings, the
campfires, the smell of the outdoors. Spending time in a wholesome place where they
are able to replace bad memories with good ones. What a priceless gift to offer a child
who has received so little in life.

We depend a great deal on generous and caring people like you to help us do our work.
The work is important but it would be impossible without your help.

Making your donation is easy. You can send in your donation with the provided envelope
or go online to our website. Just think... what takes moments of your time today can
have such a lasting impact in the life of a precious child.

Thank you for your compassion and generosity,
o«
John Sigle

If you would like to make your donation online, go to TxGBR.org and
designate it as Church Camp

’ TEXAS GIRLS &
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

TRACI CHEEK
Director of Advancement
tcheek@txgbr.org

When | visit the mountains, smell the pine trees, and feel the fresh, cool air, | have an
immediate reaction. My breathing slows, my shoulders relax, and my heart feels lighter.
| usually stop right about then to say a quick prayer of appreciation for the beauty God
has blessed us with. Sometimes just a smell or sound will bring back memories of my
experiences at camp and they are such powerful feelings that | am transported back to that sweet, innocent
time. As we near summer break | am filled with excitement for the children at TxGBR as they prepare to go
to church camp and enjoy vacations with their houseparents. These experiences for them are not just fun,
they are good for their souls. Thank you for helping make this time possible for them. | appreciate you all
so much!

CHURCH CONNECTION

MICHAEL NUDELMAN
Church Relations Officer
mnudelman@txgbr.org

Spring is here. And with summer right around the corner, we would like to invite church
groups to come out on Sunday evenings for fellowship and fun. We have the big Texas
Girls & Boys Ranch monster smoker and our gym can accommodate a large group. We
love it when churches come out and get to know our kiddos, as well as the houseparents.
It is important for the kids to see people they don't know acting like Christians. Many of our kids come
from homes where the adults in the homes don't act like Christians. Now yes, we have our houseparents
and they are wonderful examples but it's also good for the kids to see people they dont know set a good
example as well. Setting the example of love and kindness is very important for the kids to see. Our
children are always looking up to us as adults and it is up to us to set the example of how Christians should
act. So, churches, come on out for fellowship and fun and be ready to be good examples. God Bless.

OOV OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOROOOOOOOROOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0

‘ VOUNIEES

We avve always needing volunleers ab Teyas Givs & Boys Ranch.

Whether you are a hands-on type of person who likes to get dirty or the type
of person who would make a good tutor for the kids, we need you.
We have opportunities for both individuals and groups. Do you need volunteer hours for school
or is your department at work or class at church looking for
some meaningful service hours? We need you.
You can find out more by visiting TxGBR.org and
checking out our volunteer page.
If you are interested in volunteering at TxGBR contact
Courtney Monk at cmonk@txgbr.org or call us at 806-747-3187.

GOV GOV OO
OGOV
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Be Sure to Check Out Texas Girls & Boys Ranch
on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube!
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PERFORMANCE QUALITY

IMPROVEMENT (PQI)

Performance Quality Improvement (PQlI) is not only a requirement of our accreditation through
COA, Texas Girls & Boys Ranch consistently strives for a culture of excellence, and PQI helps
direct us. PQI helps steer our strategic plan and our mission of Sharing Jesus, Healing Hearts,
and Transforming Lives.

Throughout the year you will see PQI reports that highlight the services we are providing,
the client outcomes we are seeing, as well as the impact our programs are having in the
community. Our PQl program measures data from all of our programs and helps us to
determine growth or additional services that may be needed.

Check out our most recent fiscal quarterly report which
highlights our recent activities at the Ranch!

WE PROVIDE TRAUMA-INFORMED
CARE TO ALL CLIENTS SERVED.

12
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ERIC CREEL

Foundation
ecreel@txgbrfoundation.org

President, Texas Girls & Boys Ranch

—— A Good Return ——

One of the most important questions to ask in making
investment decisions is what kind of a return you'll
realize. And, of course, a good financial advisor will
always preface what he's about to say with something
like, “Past performance is no guarantee of future
return, but here's how this fund has performed over
the last 20 years”. Then the advisor will probably talk
about how that particular investment has performed
recently, and perhaps also how it may be poised for
the future, considering economic outlook, interest
rate environment, global events, etc.

Another very important question to consider is what
kind of risk is associated with this particular investment.
How sensitive is it to interest rate hikes, or inflation, or
recession, or...? We don’t want to put our hard-earned
money at too much risk if there's not an appropriate
amount of return opportunity.

And of course, there’s also investment objective. In
fact, that may be the very first question to address.
Are you looking for capital growth, or current income?
What are you hoping to gain from your investment?

As a supporter of Texas Girls & Boys Ranch, you have
chosen to make a very important investment. You are
placing your hard-earned dollars into someone else’s
care, expecting to see a positive return. The return
you're looking for is measured not by dividend yield or
capital appreciation, but rather by how young lives are
changed for good. As a reader of this newsletter and
other publications from the Ranch, you get a front row
seatinto the good work being accomplished as children
begin to heal from their emotional, psychological,
and physical traumas. You see how cycles of abuse
and generational poverty are interrupted as kids learn
healthier ways to manage emotions and discover a
better way to live. They realize they can be positive,
contributing members of society.

That's a good return.
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65 5.4%
70 5.9%
75 6.6%
80 7.6%
85 8.7%
90+ 9.7%

Here's an interesting twist on your investment into
this ministry. Did you know you may also be able to
receive a real stream of income when you make a gift
to Texas Girls & Boys Ranch Foundation? A Charitable
Gift Annuity with the Foundation will provide a secure
income stream to you that will not change with interest
rate or stock market fluctuations. The payout rate is
determined solely by your age. In addition to a strong
rate, there are many tax advantages associated with
this kind of gift, which could make the effective rate
even higher!

The best part about a gift like this to Texas Girls & Boys
Ranch Foundation is knowing that you are investing
not only in children who need you today, but also your
gift will grow and provide a much-needed stream of
income to the Ranch & its mission of “Sharing Jesus,
Healing Hearts, Transforming Lives” for generations
yet to come.

And that is a very good return.
For more information on Charitable Gift Annuities or
other options that will make a strong investment in

children, contact Eric at the Foundation office at (806)
749-1103 or ecreel@TxGBRFoundation.org.
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MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS
January 1 - March 31, 2023

Memorial and Living Honor gifts are made to honor loved ones and friends, while also providing
care for children who desperately need help. We are deeply grateful to the many people who
show their affection and respect for their loved ones in this very special way.

HONORARIUMS

Allen, Nathan

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Atkins, Kevin & Gay
City Bank

Betenbough, Rick & Holly
City Bank

Bouma, Brad

City Bank

Boydstun, Ginger
Shawna Larson

Cowan, Kendall & Becky
City Bank

Dewbre, Beau

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Dewbre, Brent

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Dewbre, Ronnie

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Goen, Brady & Jenny
Eric & Laney Dickey
Cynthia Stephens
Hancock, Daniel

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Hancock, Ricky

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Hendrick, Dan

George & Carolyn Dewbre
Henson, Monty

City Bank
Leavell, Wyatt & Claire
City Bank
McClellan, Barbara
Brent & Jennifer Magers
Owens, Ralph & Rebecca
City Bank
Phillips, Dana & Katy
Bill & Sarahlee Morris

Pruitt, Bart

Mrs. Paula Clark
Sherman, Justin
George & Carolyn Dewbre
Stell, Tommy & Linda
City Bank

MEMORIALS
Atzbach, Donna
Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Barber, David
Stephanie Stewart &
West Texas Investments
Barnett, Urelda
Randy & Gay King
Bozeman, Margie
Brent & Jennifer Magers
David & Emily Ratcliff
Teresa  Smith
Bradshaw, Boone
Tim & Janet Garrett
Chris & Raynie Sageser
Brewer, Norma Jean
Billy & Traci Cheek
Pat Davis
Brillhart, Melissa Kay
Kristene David
MaryAnn Basha LeBlanc
Brown, Randy
Sam, Nancy, & Glennda Bruce
Campbell, Wanda Faye
Terry & Sheri Hurst
Christesson, Joe
Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Click, Vernon
Mrs. Lavone Lewis
Donnie & Jeannie Marrow
Delwin & Ann Marrow
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Cook, Junior

Lady Mary Taylor

Pat Davis

Dean, Roger

Bob & Charlotte Mize
Dennis, Woody & Ruby
Mr. Jerry Dennis
Durbin, Pauline

Mrs. Joan Roberts
Duval, Evan

Ms. Lou Conner

Ellis, Joe

Pat Davis

Fleming, Winnie

Mrs. Margie Fleming
Freeman, Quinten
Randy & Gay King
Gaddy, Janet

Buck & Joyce Gossett
Wanda Harguess

Teddy & Martha Jackson
Goen, Joshua

Buck & Joyce Gossett
Wanda Harguess

Teddy & Martha Jackson
Mr. David Kimbrough
Gray, Allen “Tiny”
Tom & Bobbie Conway
Hall, Mark

Randy & Ann Hooks
Ham, Anne-Marie
Robin & Bridgette Robertson
Harper, Sarah

Johnie & Cynthia Harper
Harris, A. C. & Doris
Tom & Bobbie Conway
Hill, Brenda

Janet Hodgin
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Keisling, Donald
Shelly - Morris

Kelso, Nellie

Neil & Sheila Tucker
Leham MD, Michael
Randy & Ann Hooks
Loper, Bill

Ms. Tricia Anderson

Gary & Tracy Autry

Billy & Traci Cheek

Jerry & Cathrina Clark
Gary & Glenda Dale

Ms. Kim Davis

Wayne & Peggy Duffey
Lakeridge Ladies Golf Association
Jim & Mary Ann Hardy
Karen Hollon

Haley Leslie

Randy & Suzanne Martin
Frank Mazlewski

James Nagle

Lesa Ritter

Sheryl Swinney

Travis & Jennifer Walden
Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Lucas, Linda

Donnie & Wilma Townsley
Mae, Vera

Darrel & Sherry Werley
Martin, Jimmy

Delwin & Ann Marrow
Ty & Mary Wilmeth
McCain, Mitch

Delwin & Ann Marrow
McCray, Wayne
Stephanie Stewart
McWhorter, Donald

Ty & Mary Wilmeth

Middleton, Roy A.

Mrs. Linda Middleton
Miller, Audrey

Gordon Automotive
Miller, Martha

Donnie & Jeannie Marrow
Delwin & Ann Marrow

Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Milliken, Jean

Buck & Joyce Gossett
Minihan, Anna J.

Jeff & Angie Oswalt
Naul, Brittany

Lubbock Telco FCU
Nelson, Terry Wayne
Brent & Jennifer Magers
Newton, Fay Kuykendall
Mr. Wayne Parker
Patterson, Lois

Brent & Jennifer Magers
Payne, Tom

Mr. Philip Payne

Pikala, Randy

Emily Ratcliff & Linda Gaither
Reily, Bill

Darrel & Sherry Werley
Rowden, Patsy

Brady & Jenny Goen
Anthony & Kathy Kingery
Rowland, A.C.

Terry & Kelly Crofoot

Neil & Sheila Tucker
Royal, Pearl Mae

Chris & Kyla Attebury
Sarah Stribling
Sanders, Virginia

Ty & Mary Wilmeth
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Schneider, Leatrice

Randy & Gay King

Sellers, Ernest

Ms. Sue Parson

Fred & Mellane Parson
Sherrin, Sherlyn

Ty & Mary Wilmeth
Simmons, Brad

Manny & Shirley Beetz
Simpson, Bob

Ty & Mary Wilmeth

Sparks, Sparkey & Aileen
Mrs. Barbara Welch
Urbanek, Frankie Pauline
Pat Davis

Wagner, Darman

Darrel & Sherry Werley
Waters, Denise

Doug & Molly Howell
Weber, Robert E. & Jewell M.
Donna Weber & Family
Welch, Sunny

Mrs. Barbara Welch
Whitfield, Edie

Jerry & June Hogue
Whitney, Henry Eugene “Gene”
Brent & Jennifer Magers
Williamson, Donald E.
Larry & Dana Bryant

Circuit Rider is published four times a year by Texas Girls & Boys Ranch
P.O. Box 5665 ¢ Lubbock, Texas 79408 ¢ 806.747.3187 ¢ Fax 806.747.3193

Texas Girls & Boys Ranch does not discriminate on the basis of color, age, religion, national origin or disabled condition.
Funding for the care of the children is provided by the generosity of individuals, churches, businesses, foundations,
and reimbursement by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services for services rendered to children.
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FRIENDS OF THE RANCH
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Benefitting Texas Girls & Boys Ranch

MAY 22, 2023

HILLCREST COUNTRY CLUB
4011 N. BOSTON AVE
LUBBOCK, TX 79408

Check-in & Breakfast 7:00AM
Shotgun Start 8:00AM

Register online at txgbr.org

Registration is due Friday May 12, 2023

Any questions please contact
Charles Quisenberry
quis@quisins.com

(806) 559-5760



