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CHANGE:
Round
Three

FROM THE PRESIDENT

In the previous two issues of the Circuit Rider
this year I wrote about change. When I wrote
those articles I had no idea just how much things
would be changing in the near future. Who knew
our world would be turned upside down like it has
been? Looking back, it is hard to believe how our
priorities have shifted and how our outlook for
the future has been affected.
I hoped by now to be able to tell you all about
the exciting changes happening at Texas Boys
Ranch but, unfortunately, the events of the past
and uncertainty of the future have hindered our
efforts to move forward with our plans as we had
hoped. But you can rest assured we will move
forward as time and circumstances permit. We
are still looking forward to the exciting things to
come.
In the meantime we are thankful and blessed
by how you, our partners in the community,
stepped up to help out in such a difficult time
over the past months. There were challenges but
with your help, we prevailed. It is comforting
to know that when things get tough, you have
people you can count on to help get you through.
This is especially important when it means being
able to continue to care for hurting children.
Just as change has been a significant aspect of
the first part of this year it is likely to continue
throughout the remainder of the year as well. We
are confident in God’s guidance and protection
and comforted to know that we can continue to
count on caring people like you.
I would like to shift gears a little now and talk
about a very important part of the work we do
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that also involves change. In my opinion, one of
the biggest life-changing endeavors a person can
undertake is getting an education. Along with
emotional and spiritual development, ensuring a
good education for the girls and boys we serve is
a top priority at Texas Boys Ranch. Is it possible
to be successful in life with little or no education?
Sure. But the possibility of succeeding is far more
real with a solid education.
This is why back to school time is so
important for us at the Ranch. It’s a big challenge
to provide all the necessities for school for so
many children. It is also a challenge to provide
them the help they need when they struggle.
This is definitely where, you, our partners in
the community come in. It isn’t we who make
an education possible for these children, it is
YOU. When you see the Back to School Appeal in
this issue please take a moment and prayerfully
consider how even a small amount might help
change the life of a child. It is because of you that
we are able to provide such a vital service for
precious children and I want you to know how
truly grateful we are to have your prayers and
support. Also take a look at the volunteer page.
Tutoring is an ongoing need at TBR and we would
love your help if you are interested and able.
Until the next issue…

John Sigle
President
Thanks for changing the lives of children for the better!
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This is just the beginning; you are a star in the making. Shine on!
To see more about the 2020 grads you can visit us on Facebook
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TBR

ROGER MAHAN
Campus Program Director

rmahan@texasboysranch.org

With so much uncertainty in our world these days, it has been nice to see children
running around being kids the way God intended. However, with the Covid-19
extension of summer, the full array of available activities has been exhausted. House
parents and kids alike know it is time for a change of pace with the pending return
to school.
We commonly hear about the abuse or neglect sustained by children before coming into foster care,
but one form of neglect that can have a lifelong effect, if not corrected, is educational neglect. As a
result, educational opportunities do not stop during the summer at Texas Boys Ranch.
Several years ago, a young man in the 4th grade was placed
with us. We will call him Bobby. Bobby struggled in school and
it quickly became evident why he was struggling. Despite being
in the 4th grade, Bobby could not read. In fact, he could not
even put the alphabet in the correct order. The school had little
documentation of interventions due to the numerous moves
prior to entering foster care and poor attendance.
Bobby’s story is not uncommon for the children we serve. Many
have attended two or more schools per year by the time they
come to us and have had FAR from perfect attendance. We have
had young ladies accompanying siblings to the elementary school
by foot before walking to the Junior High school. Yet, despite the
difficulties and lack of reinforcement from their parents, many
of these children excel with a little encouragement and regular
attendance.
For Bobby, he worked hard at school, stayed focused with homework helpers who volunteered, and
concentrated with the tutor who had been organized to help him. In a few short months, he was easily
able to arrange the alphabet and by the time he left the cottage, he said he loved reading.
So as summer ends, we are gearing up for school. School supplies are being collected. Children will go
shopping for that special outfit for the first day and, before we know it, they will be excitedly waiting
for the school bus.
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JEREMY WALKER
Director of Education, Recreation & Spiritual Development
jwalker@texasboysranch.org

TBR

This has been a very long summer. Our summer enrichment program has been
the best in recent years, and the prospect of the kids going back to school elicits
mixed feelings from our staff. However, we have to keep in mind that the depth of
relationships we have formed over the summer months can be a great foundation for
academic success. Our transition back to homework help and weekend activities will be a strange one
for us this year, but it will be good for the kids to get back to school activities and friends. It will also
be good for them to be reminded that the rest of the world has continued to turn in spite of our recent
isolation. It will be good for them to be reminded of how other people’s lives have been affected by
these past several months. Perspective is something that cannot be fabricated, it must be experienced.
Please continue to pray that our children will grow from these unique circumstances and that they will
be far more resilient in the future for having experienced the long summer of 2020.

KATY PHILLIPS
Children’s Shelter Program Director
kphillips@texasboysranch.org

TBR

As summer comes to an end we want to say THANK YOU to everyone who helped fill
our days with activities and happy memories! Our kids have never been more excited
to get back to school! We are working hard to make sure they will have enough
backpacks, pencils, and notebooks for the school year. Typically, Back to School
can be a time when we are sad to say goodbye to summer and all the fun in the sun. Somehow this
year seems a little different! Earlier this spring, we had the new opportunity of becoming temporary
educators. This was uncharted territory for our staff but everyone handled it with grace and a positive
attitude! Our kiddos worked hard to finish up their schoolwork all online. Our unique spring season
of distance learning definitely lead everyone to have a deeper appreciation for our amazing schools
and educators who tirelessly serve our kiddos!

ANGELA SKORICK
Foster Care & Adoption Program Director
askorick@texasboysranch.org

Like everyone else, the pandemic made things look very different for us in foster care.
We worked from home, had meetings, home visits, and court hearings through on-line
apps. We even had an adoption finalized and watched it from home. Despite the social
distancing, we continued to train and license new foster families. We had to be creative
and held information meetings and trainings on-line. We had several seniors to celebrate this year, and
we were so happy to recognize them and their accomplishments. Even though we had to change the
way we did things, we kept working hard because these children still needed to be cared for. I know we
are all ready to get back to some normalcy with school starting again soon.
Circuit Rider | 2020
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Kona Ice! Yum!
Dying Eggs

Fun on the Lake
Lake Day!

Roosevelt Teacher Parade
Nice Day for a Ride
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Roosevelt Teacher Parade
Staying Safe ‘Round the Ranch

God’s Promise
Fishing Colorado

Mini Golf in Colorado
Rafting the Rio Grande
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The school bells will soon be ringing for the girls and boys of Texas Boys Ranch. It feels
like just yesterday that the 2019-2020 school year started and here we find ourselves already
about to begin another one. Who would have thought the last school year would have ended
the way it did?
This is a busy time for our kiddos. Some are
sad because summer is almost over. Most are
excited about returning to school to see their
old friends and make new ones- especially with
the long absence because of quarantine. Many
(even if the girls are the only ones who openly
admit it) love shopping for school clothes and
shoes. A lot of the youngsters at TBR have
missed out on that positive back-to-school
experience which most kids take for granted.
		 Take, for instance, thirteen-year-old Natasha. When she was taken shopping last year for
school, she stood motionless in the department
store aisle. Only her eyes moved, staring first at
one backpack, then gazing at the other. She had
narrowed her choices to these two. One was
maroon and white, her new school’s colors.
The other was a deep blue, her long-time favorite hue. She shifted her weight from one leg to
the other, shrugged her shoulders, and finally
broke the silence by admitting, “I just don’t
know which one to pick”.

Were you lucky enough to take your school supplies for granted?
8
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Most young teenagers might not have
struggled with such a seemingly simple decision. But this was a momentous occasion for
Natasha. She had never gone shopping for new
school clothes or school supplies. And this
was the very first time ever she was given the
opportunity to pick out her own backpack. She
was excited, yet a little bit anxious. It is this
way for many of the children at Texas Boys
Ranch.

It is because of you that these children
are able to struggle with decisions
like this instead of struggling with not
having the things they need
There are going to be challenges with going
back to school for the 2020-2021 year, I think
most people agree on that. I don’t think anyone
really knows what the year will be like with
all the new precautions and protocols that will
be in place. While it will be an exciting time,
it will also assuredly be an anxious time for
some.
As you may know, it is rather expensive to
prepare even one child for a new school year!
Texas Boys Ranch serves up to 48 girls and
boys on a daily basis. Not to mention the 70 or
more children who will be admitted into our
Emergency Children’s Shelter at some point
during the school year. This adds up to tens of
thousands of dollars every year.
Circuit Rider | 2020

When you consider school supplies,
some new clothes, and a stylish haircut for each child to begin the year,
you can see how quickly it all adds up.
This is why we need your help!
Won’t you use the included reply card and
envelop to send in your donation today? We really
can’t do this good work without your help. It costs
hundreds of dollars per child to get ready for school
and there are also ongoing expenses throughout
the school year. An education is one of the most
important tools for life that we can give the children
we serve. Your contribution doesn’t just help the
girls and boys today. It is going to benefit them for
their whole lifetime.
Thank you for investing in the futures of children,

John Sigle
President
PS: School will start
before we know
it so please don’t
delay. Send in your
donation today
with the card and
envelop provided or
go online to www.
texasboysranch.org.
TEXAS BOYS RANCH

9

D O NOR spotli ght

Fundraising in Tough Times

TRACI CHEEK
Director of Advancement
tcheek@texasboysranch.org
We have sure been wading through uncharted waters lately. I know that all throughout history there have
been challenging times, but for our generation this one has been a doozy! And as much as we’re all sick of
hearing about it, it seems like it’s going to be a factor for some time.
So what do we do? How do we proceed from here? At Texas Boys Ranch we have no choice but to keep
doing what we have been doing. We will continue to care for hurting children, and we will be counting on you,
our friends and donors, to continue to support the vital work we do. You have already stepped up and we are
grateful. Immediately after everything started shutting down, we had so many of you reach out to help. Now
we just have to stay the course. Please don’t forget we still need your help!
One of the best parts of my job is seeing what God can do through YOU. I truly believe that God answers
our prayers through YOU! When we go to our knees and ask Him for guidance and for His help to do our jobs
to the best of our ability and to help us be able to continue to take care of the children at the Ranch, he sends
YOU. I have been humbled by the love you have shown.
We are in this together. Together we will change lives.
When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. Psalm 34.17-18

Traci Cheek
Director of Advancement

Matching Donations from Tierras
Planas and Humble Grounds
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LCU Donation of Starbuck’s Coffee

Donation from Lubbock
National Bank
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CHURCH CO NN ECTI O N

MICHAEL NUDELMAN
Church Relations Officer
mnudelman@texasboysranch.org
Before we know it school will be back in session (Yay!!) and, as usual, we will be looking to churches
to partner with us to help out with school supplies. As you may know, it takes a lot to send just one child
back to school. Think about how much it takes to send all of the kiddos at the Ranch and at the Children’s
Shelter back to school. At Texas Boys Ranch we know the importance of a good education and we’re
depending on you to help us ensure all these precious kids have what they need for school this year. We
hope your church will consider a drive or collection on behalf of the kids at the Ranch.
Also we believe new clothes can do wonders for a child’s self-esteem and confidence. Since so many
of the kids in our care struggle with this, we would love to be able to send them back to school in new
outfits. They have been through so much it is very heartwarming to see their faces as they get to pick out
something to wear that makes them feel special. Gift cards to places like Walmart, Target, Academy, etc.,
would be greatly appreciated and would help us ensure the girls and boys feel confident and ready for the
new school year.
Thank you for helping us with our mission of Sharing Jesus, Healing Hearts, and Transforming Lives!
Michael Nudelman
Church Relations Officer

For more information or to set up a drive or collection, please
contact Michael Nudelman at
mnudelman@texasboysranch.org

SCHOOL
SUPPLY NEEDS
glue sticks
number two pencils
composition notebooks
colored pencils
hand sanitizer
Kleenex tissues
backpacks
for girls and
boys and
four older
teenagers
Gift Cards Ideas:
Walmart
Target
Academy, etc.
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vo lunteer APPRECIATI O N

ANGE SCOTT
Community Relations
Coordinator
ascott@texasboysranch.org
Summer is winding down, the new school year is upon us, and that means learning will be upon us
too. Sometimes the girls and boys who come to the Ranch are academically behind or just need some help
with the new concepts. This means we will have a need for tutors. Is this a good fit for you?
WHAT ARE THE QUALIFICATIONS TO VOLUNTEER?
1. Anyone 16 or older.
2. No Court-ordered community service
WHAT IS THE PROCESS TO START VOLUNTEERING?
1. Request a Volunteer Information Form by emailing ascott@texasboysranch.org
2. If you plan to volunteer 2 or more times a month you would also request the Background Check forms.
a. Once the background information has been processed you will be contacted to get you scheduled.
3. Attend Volunteer Orientation.
We would love to have your knowledge and expertise to help out struggling children. You can call
747-3187 or email Ange Scott at ascott@texasboysranch.org if you are interested in helping out.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
This year is our 45th Annual Telethon! The telethon will be held on August 8th from 6pm11pm and you can watch it live on FOX34. The awesome volunteers on our phone bank
will be waiting to take your pledges of support to help us continue our mission to Share
Jesus, Heal Hearts, and Transform Lives of the girls and boys we serve. Things might look
slightly different this year, however. With all that has transpired since March, our desire to
do our part to keep everyone safe and healthy led us to make the decision to not have a live
audience event. Please know we will still be having great music, and James, Matt, and Kristin
from FOX34 will join us again as hosts so the show is expected to be as great as ever. Also,
don’t forget to bid on some great items in our online auction!
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TBR FOUN DATI O N

ERIC CREEL
President, Texas Boys Ranch Foundation
ecreel@tbrfoundation.org

The Wise Man and the Foolish Man
“The wise man built his house upon the rock. The wise man built his house upon the rock. The wise
man built his house upon the rock, and the rains came tumbling down. Ohhhh …”
Do you remember what comes next? Have your hands already started moving to make the rains come
down and the floods go up? And what happened to the wise man’s house when the floods came up?
That is one of the first songs our kids learn in Bible class. And because it’s such a simple and catchy
song, we remember it for the rest of our lives. It reminds us of the story Jesus told of two builders. One
dug down deep and built his house on solid rock, laying a firm foundation. Another
builder, whether in too much of a hurry to do the extra work, or too cheap to do
a proper survey, or too lazy to do any more than necessary, failed to lay a solid
We need
foundation. And that was a foolish thing.
the help of
Jesus’ hearers recognized the importance of a solid foundation. We understand
wise women
the importance of a solid foundation. Without it, everything that has been built
can begin to crack, to sag, to lean, and eventually to crumble to the ground in ruins.
and men to
Times of stress will hasten its demise.
continue
Many years ago, wise men and women decided the mission of Texas Boys Ranch is
adding
too valuable to crumble if, and when, the rains come tumbling down. Wise men and
women continue to add to that foundation even to this day, making it all the more
to the
durable, ensuring that in times of crisis this critical ministry will continue to stand,
Foundation.
offering help, healing, and hope to wounded girls and boys.
There have been times through the years when the Ranch has experienced great
stress, such as in these last several months. Texas Boys Ranch Foundation has
been there to make sure the funds are available to continue providing the best care
possible for abused children.
But we need your help! We are not where we need to be to fully withstand a major
and prolonged crisis. We need the help of wise women and men to continue adding to
the Foundation. Together, you and I can broaden the base and strengthen the financial underpinning of
Texas Boys Ranch so that in years to come, no matter what storms may rage or floods may crash against
the house, it will stand firm.
Will you join the many other wise and generous friends of children in laying a solid foundation? It
may be easier than you think. We can help.
You can reach Eric at the Texas Boys Ranch Foundation office at ecreel@tbrfoundation.org, or by phone at 806-749-1103, to talk about how you can help lay a
solid foundation that will stand firm for generations.
Or visit www.tbrfoundation.org for more information on options for wise giving.
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This is just the beginning;
you are a star in the
making. Shine on!
2019 ANNUAL REPORT
Unaudited Financial Report for Newsletter for the Year Ended January 31, 2020
Operating Income

		

Churches & Individuals		 $732,400
Residential Care - Ranch		 662,948
Foster Care		 583,193
Children’s Shelter		 472,411
Fundraising		 204,453
Ranch income
63,895
Earnings from endowment		 180,580
Foundations, Trusts, Grants		 329,796
Other/Miscellaneous
15,943
Total Income 		$3,245,619

Operating Expenses
Residential Care - Ranch
Foster Care
Children’s Shelter
Ranch/agriculture expenses
Administration
Fundraising & Advancement
Total Expenses
Net Income or (Loss)
Total Children Served: 198

$1,197,163
607,533
608,818
162,542
286,563
377,845
$3,240,464
$5,155

MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS
March 30 - June 30, 2020

Memorial and Living Honor gifts are made to honor loved ones and friends, while also providing care for
children who desperately need help. We are deeply grateful to the many people who show their
affection and respect for their loved ones in this very special way.
HONORARIUMS
Dale Nichols
Joel Tardy
Mary Pentecost
Brandon Brock
John & Ruth Hall
Jim & Joy Hogan
Shallowater Lions Club
Robert Tiemann
Darl Walker
Johnny Bill Sue
Mary Ruth West
Brent Dewbre
Les & Beth Ann Wilks
Fullingim Agency Inc.
Jerry & June Hogue
George & Carolyn Dewbre
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Jolene Whitlow
Mike Armitage
Dane & Cathy Hendrick
Darrell Lowrey
Brent & Cathy Noble
Tommy & Sarah Burrus
Tommy & Linda Stell
Tommy & Sarah Burrus
June Stanton
Mr. Shirley Stephens
Dr. C.C. Massey
Debbie Hickman
Fullingim Agency Inc.
David & Barbara Harris
Ms. Diane Massey
Jerry & Linda Hall
LaNell Stone
Mrs. Jeanne Scarborough
Eddie McBride
Dillon Miller
Ms. Judith Stracener
Neil & Sheila Tucker
Covenant Health
Darrel & Sherry Werley
Larry Bozeman
Brent & Cathy Noble
Joe & Tracye Stettheimer
Donald Davis
Fullingim Agency Inc.
Neal Francis
City Bank
J. R. & Margie Slentz
Scott & Melissa Collier
Brent & Cathy Noble
Joe Hurst
Elizabeth Monk
Brady & Jenny Goen
Nona Lyn Collier
Ms. Donna Smith
Charles & Margaret Aycock
Les & Sharon Eubank
Kirk & Dianne Taylor
Kendall and Becky Cowan
Ellis Miller
Tony & Ricky Watts
Oleta Burris
City Bank
Kirk & Dianne Taylor
John & Faye Sigle
Delwin & Ann Marrow
Marianne Denning
Frances Beard
Hurst Farm Supply, Inc.
Les & Beth Ann Wilks
Dolores Antonino
Toby & Sherri Powell
Dan, Deon & Justin Byrd
Pat Hixson
Nick Sanford
Frances Nolte
Johnny & Mary Taylor
Roy & Joan Roberts
Kaleena Sanford
Mr. Nathan Morris
Ute & Loretta Becton
Peggy Massey
Sam Heughan
Frank Mullican Jr.
Donny & Terri Tucker
Ms. Diane Massey
Marianne Denning
Scott & Melissa Collier
Craig & Cathey Turner
Randy Scott Swofford
Shallowater Lions
Gary Thomas
Massey Irrigation Inc
Scott & Melissa Collier
Rocking Tee Pee
Raymond James
R. Griffin & Kathleen Lord
Richard W. Thomson
Traci Cheek
Gay Carter
Larry & Jan Isom
Carl & Mary Ann Teeter
Mrs. Kim Davis
Commie & Debbie Oats
Brady & Janet Mimms
Ricky Tanner
MEMORIALS
Glynn Morgan
Mrs. Lexie Isom
Mrs. Phyllis Addison
Alice “Jeane” Scarborough
Ms. Darleen West
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Isom
Robert M. Lugo, Sr.
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Bobby & Robin Richardson
Delton & Kerry Fitz
South Plains Area Singles Club
Art Cook
Mrs. Gloria Farley-Overbey
Mr. Gary Bell
Sammie Groce
Kelly & Melinda Turner
Grace Franklin
Gary & Deniece Schaffner
Fullingim Agency Inc.
Ms. Terry Hawkins
Bob & Charlotte Mize
Ms. Margaret Stephenson
Jerry & Novice Bartlett
Jeffrey & Kristi Payne
Harlan Curry
Melanie Klugh
Scott Walters
Dr. & Mrs. David L. Bush
J. R. & Margie Slentz
Rex & Nancy Isom
Ms. Renea Livesay
Mr. & Mrs. Everett Grindstaff
Harold Pharr
Larry Corbett
Shirley Streety
Beulah Speer
Mr. Jerry Pharr
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Les & Beth Ann Wilks
Ms. Glena Hobgood
Helen Blake
Larry Wren
Thelma Mize Clark
Bob Watson
Manny & Shirley Beetz
Peggy Robison
Bob & Charlotte Mize
Sherry Robertson
Henry Atkinson
Louise Landers
Velma Dearing
Pat Davis
Ms. Glena Hobgood
Mrs. Kathy Busby
Tommy & Sarah Burrus
Bobbie Hensarling
Mrs. Wanda Arant
Lynnita Hufstedler
Vernon Lindy Neis
Connie Crossnoe
Howard Hughes
Brady & Jenny Goen
Gordon Automotive
Bruce Isom
Larry & Dana Bryant
Margret Phillips
Wanda Conway
Mrs. Margie Bozeman
Jack Bains
Mrs. Kathy Busby
Mr. Mike Davison
Bozeman Machinery & Tire
Brent & Cathy Noble
Marita Ann Burton
Will Hogan
Garry & Terry Rowland
Jackie Shaw
Hurst Farm Supply, Inc.
Eddie Hickman
Buddy Thomas
Ms. Beverly St. Clair
Mary Ann Stafford
Jim & Joy Hogan
Darrel & Sherry Werley
Jay Brannon Oats
Garry & Terry Rowland
Wilma Frances Gerner
Buffy Wilson
Donald & Sue Wanjura
L. D. & Deborah Clark
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Jean Mead
Carl Wayne Wyatt
J. R. & Margie Slentz
Circuit Rider
Brent & Cathy Noble
Jeremiah Jones Lorimer
2020-3
Charlene Thackerson
Gail Stanton
Circuit Rider is published four times a year by Texas Boys Ranch
Darrel & Sherry Werley
Jim York
P.O. Box 5665 • Lubbock, Texas 79408 | 806.747.3187 • Fax 806.747.3193
Clarence Kitten
Glenn & Leanora Jones
The Texas Boys Ranch does not discriminate on the basis of color, age, religion,
national origin or disabled condition. Funding for the care of the children is
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Jimmie Davis
provided by the generosity of individuals, churches, businesses, foundations,
Crip Henard
Larry & Dana Bryant
and reimbursement by the Texas Department of Family and Protective
Charles & Beth Cain
Jimmy & Katy Dean
Services for services rendered to children.
Cris Blundell
Mr. Jerry Dennis
www.texasboysranch.org
Mr. Jim Warren
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45TH ANNUAL
TEXAS BOYS RANCH TELETHON

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8TH
6:00 P.M. - 11:00 P.M.
Live from
Louise Hopkins Underwood
Center for the Arts
Aired on

MC’s from Fox34
James Eppler, Kristin Carol
and Matt Ernst

LIVE MUSIC • ENTERTAINMENT • ONLINE AUCTION
For more information about the Telethon, go to texasboysranch.org.
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

SHARING JESUS, HEALING HEARTS, TRANSFORMING LIVES.

