TEXAS BOYS RANCH

Sharing Jesus, Healing Hearts, Transforming Lives
2019-4

BECAUSE OF YOU:
‘Round the Ranch
Pg 6

Unopened Gifts
Pg 8

Stepping Up
Pg 10

Telethon Wrap Up
Pg 12

Prayer Walk
Pg 14

Christmas Poem
Pg 16

Estab

lished in 1975

FROM THE PRESIDENT

As I’m writing this article, I feel blessed
because we just wrapped up our Third Annual
Texas Boys Ranch Prayer Walk. Three years ago,
while going through a particularly difficult time,
we asked faithful men and women to assemble
at the Ranch to join us in a petition for God’s
blessing and comfort in the knowledge of His
mighty support for this ministry. We were
blessed then and have been humbly reminded
again and again that there are still many godly
men and women who love the Lord and the
children we serve at TBR.
This week, the numerous prayers that
petitioned God’s favor for our children, staff, and
volunteers somehow reminded me of one of my
favorite Christmas songs. The song speaks to the
hope and dreams for a sometimes uncaring and
hopelessly hardened world. With this song in
mind, I thought I would share my Christmas List
for Texas Boys Ranch and children in foster care.
No more children being hurt physically,
emotionally, or sexually by selfish and angry
adults who should have loved and cared for them.
No more babies suffering traumatic brain
injuries because a young mother didn’t know
how to soothe and comfort her crying infant or
an angry boyfriend couldn’t stand the crying one
more minute.
No more young adults leaving foster care
without a virtual guarantee of supportive and
loving people in their lives to guide them through
the obstacles they will face while on their own.
I want a place for young adults to live where
they can practice being on their own in a safe
and supportive community where counselors
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and advisors are available and where familiar
faces connect with them regularly to offer
encouragement and help when needed.
No more foster children or other youth who
are victims of sex trafficking and human slavery.
A place where help is just a phone call away. A
place where help (not judgment) awaits the youth
when they make that call.
No more opening the newspaper to find a
photo of a former foster youth arrested for a
serious crime.
No more children sleeping on the streets.
No more giving up on families who are
trying their best to put their lives together so
they can unite with their children again. No
more abandoning these families after they are
successful in achieving reunification, as if there
is no longer any need for encouragement and
support.
ONE DAY…No more need for Texas Boys
Ranch or any other children’s home.
But until that day, my prayer is that God will
bless our ministry and empower us to be fearless
in the face of evil. That He will continue to charge
us with the responsibility to embrace our mission
of Sharing Jesus, Healing Hearts, Transforming
Lives
Until He calls us home.

John Sigle
President
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Foster
Foster Focus
Focus
ANGELA SKORICK
Foster Care & Adoption Program Director
askorick@texasboysranch.org

It’s that time again. The time of year where
there are colorful lights everywhere, familiar
songs being heard, shoppers busily filling their
carts, lots and lots of yummy foods to eat, and
many holiday movies to watch. It is generally
a time that is perceived as exciting because
we have an opportunity to get together with
family members we may not have seen in a
while.
Many of our children have a different
perspective about the holidays. It is a time
where they may not have had much to eat,
Santa didn’t come to their home, or they did
not do something special with their family.
We know this is a stressful time of year for our
kiddos and we prepare for that. The biggest
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challenge is that they just really want to be
with their family.
It is unfortunate that we need to have
foster homes, but the fact is we do. There are
still many children that cannot live with their
parents because of safety concerns. Loving
Christian families are needed. There are still
children being sent as far away as Corpus
Christi because there were no places for them
to go to in the Lubbock and Amarillo areas.
If you have ever considered fostering, please
give us a call. We would love to talk to you
about it! Ask to speak to Karleigh Porterfield
at 806-747-3187 or email her at kporterfield@
texasboysranch.org.
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Campus Corner
ROGER MAHAN, CAMPUS
Campus Program Director
rmahan@texasboysranch.org

Tis the season! The air is full of anticipation
as we near that time of year. Wishlists are made
and the preparations are nearing completion.
Excitement fills the air as it turns more crisp
and brisk each day.
One of the most exciting times at TBR
is Christmas time. In contrast to the Grinch
whose heart had to grow three sizes, many
people with hearts that have already grown 3
sizes are a blessing to our kids. The tremendous
generosity also does the house parents’ hearts
good to see the smiles on the children’s faces
as they open numerous gifts with surprise that
they would receive such amazing gifts.
The excitement and joyful anticipation
is not always present with some of our kids.
Particularly for older children who are jaded
and question the goodness of those around
them. They have been taught to be skeptical of
everyone and everything. Several years ago, a
young man in one of our cottages had thumbed
his nose to the idea of Santa Claus and gifts.
Despite numerous efforts of house parents
to have him complete a wishlist, he resisted
and insisted that it was pointless. To make
sure this 16 year old young man did not miss
out completely, his houseparents went ahead
and completed a list without his knowledge.
When the first Christmas party took place,
children’s names were called out by last name
alphabetically. David’s last name fell at the end
of the alphabet and he sat to himself. Many
of the kids were getting sports gear, toys, and
were commenting on getting exactly what they
wanted. Of course, David knew that he had not
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requested anything and so he expected nothing.
Then it happened! One of our hosts
called out his name, “David!” The young man
slowly got up and made his way to the front
of the gym to accept the gift. He politely said
thank you all the while expecting something
impersonal and cheap. Imagine his surprise
when he opened the first box to find the brand
name sweatpants and jacket in the color of his
favorite basketball team! All David could say
was, “I can’t believe it! How did they know?”
And, his house parents sat back and soaked in
the fact that his faith in the genuine kindness
of others was being restored.
Circuit Rider
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Shelter Spotlight
KAYLEE HENDRIEX
Children’s Shelter Program Director
khendriex@texasboysranch.org

Imagine, having to spend Christmas
with complete strangers, away from your
parents. Imagine, spending Christmas
with your siblings in a house full of other
kids. This is what Christmas looks like
for children in foster care. Foster care can
be very difficult around the holidays. We
were blessed to have a sibling group of
four for Christmas a few years ago. This
sibling group changed the hearts (for the
better) of a lot of staff and made a lasting
impression on everyone they met. They
had bounced around in foster care for
many years before they landed in their adoptive
home. Calvin wrote a book about foster care
and Christmas. This book talks about how he
overcame a lot of obstacles and never lost his
faith in God. Calvin and his siblings are kids we
mention when we talk about success stories in
foster care. Unfortunately, these stories are not
the norm for foster care.
When the shelter received a placement
request for these kids, all we
received was a
paragraph about
them. I would be
lying if I told you
they seemed like good
kids. We talked about
them at one of our
staff meetings, and not
everyone was excited
about taking them in.
We took a chance on
them, which was the
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best thing we could have ever done. They were
nothing like what we read, and they thrived at
the shelter.
This is what we do at the shelter. We take
a chance with every child we serve. God puts
people in your life when you need them the
most and I truly feel like he had his hand in this
placement. These kids got to experience every
part of the Texas Boys Ranch. After they left
the shelter, they lived at the campus program
and then transitioned to an adoptive home
through the ranch.
This book is a must-read and I feel like it
should be read in every home this Christmas.
You can find it on Amazon, iTunes, and at
Barnes and Noble.
HOW YOU CAN HELP
The shelter is always looking for things to
do for Christmas break. Gift cards for movies,
various entertainment & amusement venues,
and eating establishments make fantastic gifts!
TEXAS BOYS RANCH
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Critter Fest

Getting Ready for the Parade of the Horse

Joyland

TTU Game Day Fun
Circuit Rider
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US and TX flag donation from Jerry Dennis

Hot Air Balloon

Helpinh Hands

Shelter Vacation
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Unopened Gif
Chaotic. There is no more appropriate word that could accurately describe the excitement of that
Christmas morning in a Texas Boys Ranch cottage a few years back.
Ricky woke up first. His houseparents had told everyone in the cottage to stay in their rooms
until everyone was awake so they could all discover what Santa left under the tree at the same time.
Ricky slowly opened the bedroom door and peeked through the crack to see an abundance of presents
scattered in piles throughout the living room.
“Hey Barry!” he shouted, shaking his roommate. “Wake up!
Santa came and we need to wake everyone up so we can see
what he brought.”
For once, it didn’t take long for Barry to sit straight up
in bed and jump to his feet. He ran to the door, opened the
door and yelled, “Everyone wake up! Santa was here!”
Every door soon opened and the houseparents gave
the “all clear” for the youngsters to leave their rooms.
Each child raced to his or her pile of gifts, marked by
a Christmas stocking donning his or her name in
glitter. The room was filled with sounds of surprise,
excitement, and joyful gratitude as they tossed
wrapping paper, opened packages, and examined
their new treasures.
Eventually, things settled down
as children transported the new
possessions to their rooms and
started playing. The day
continued with a delicious
holiday meal, outdoor
and indoor play, as well
as a few scrapes and
squabbles. As the day
came to an end, the
houseparents, as usual,
went to each room to say
bedtime prayers.
As they entered Ricky’s
room, they noticed on the
dresser a box wrapped in shiny red
paper with a homemade silver bow. The
nametag read, “To Mom, From Ricky.”
“I was going to give it to her at our family
visit day before yesterday,” Ricky said,
unable to hold back his tears, “but she
8
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didn’t show up.” He
buried his head in his
house mom’s shoulder.
“And she didn’t even
call today.”
“I’m so
sorry, Ricky,” she
sympathized. “I know
that breaks your
heart. You can give
it to her at your next
visit.” He nodded. She
held him until he fell
asleep in her arms.
Most of us have
experienced the
heartache of not
receiving what we
wrote on our wish
list. Some have also
felt the sting of not getting a gift at
all. Each of these hurts deeply.
Even more devastating than not receiving
a present is making a personal sacrifice to
purchase a gift for a loved one, only to view it on the
shelf - unopened and unappreciated - because of a lack
of concern on the recipient’s part. Just ask Ricky.
Texas Boys Ranch exists because of generous,
sacrificial donors like you. We want you to know
that your gifts to this vitally important ministry will
definitely be opened, used, and appreciated!
Circuit Rider
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LEA ANN LUST
Director of Planned Giving
llust@tbrfoundation.org

As a child growing up, I loved
going to my grandmother’s house,
especially at Christmas. Her house
was decorated with the best Christmas tree and
there were always presents wrapped under the
tree for each of her grandkids. She had so many
interesting thigs in her home and nothing was off
limits at Grandma’s House. Except—the bag on
the kitchen counter. One rule she had was that we
were to never throw away the plastic bag on her
counter.
You see, she had this bag in the kitchen that
had this gooey stuff in it. It seemed worthless and
in need of disposal. In reality, it was the beginning
of something fantastic. It was starter bread. At our
house, we called it Amish Bread. Every day, she put
flour in it, or kneaded it and it grew. Over time, it
was ready to be used to make the most delicious
bread.
It started out insignificant, barely worth paying
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attention to. But, over time, with some attention
and a little love, it grew into something that was
not only useful, but remarkable.
The Texas Boys Ranch Foundation endowment
is very similar. What seems like a small investment
from you is placed with other gifts and it grows
over time. Each year our endowment draws
interest and in turn that is given back to Texas
Boys Ranch to use at their discretion in their
general budget.
Through Texas Boys Ranch Foundation, there
are multiple options available to our partners.
Contributions through cash, stocks, real estate or
other assets make a significant impact in the lives
of the children at Texas Boys Ranch.
We would love the opportunity to discuss a year
end gift with you, a gift that will keep on giving for
years and years to come. You can reach out to Eric
Creel at ecreel@tbrfoundation.org, or Lea Ann Lust
at llust@tbrfoundation.org or by phone at 806-7491103.
Texas Boys Ranch Foundation—the Gift that
Keeps on Giving!
Circuit Rider
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ERIC CREEL
Christmas is the story of
God’s perfect intervention into our
time of need. Humanity was lost
without hope, and Jesus stepped
into our struggle and walked with
us as he provided the salvation we desperately
needed.
The staff at Texas Boys Ranch seeks to love
the children we serve like Christ has loved us.
During the Christmas season, we have the joy of
encouraging our kids with the story of Jesus’ birth,
and the peace that can come with a safe and loving
family environment. We care for our kids every day
of the year, but during the Holiday season, we get
to share the hope that only Christ Jesus
can provide.
We begin with a season of Thanksgiving for
all that God has provided us. Gratitude is often
difficult for our kids at first, because they have
often experienced things that make it difficult to be
thankful, even for the blessings we have. Others,
however, see full well how blessed they are to be in
a good home, and express their gratitude freely to
everyone who will listen. We try to model the act of
thanksgiving so that we can encourage every child
we serve. When we share our joy and appreciation
for life, it can be the encouragement that a hurting
child needs.
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Our joy is doubled and our hope is full as we
enter the celebrations of Advent and Christmas.
No other time in the year is filled with such hope.
Songs of celebration and love are around every
corner, and we let ourselves hope for a brighter
future because of the wondrous gift of Christmas.
Christmas Eve, Christmas Morning, and a few
too many pieces of pie will come and go, and this
season will come to a close once more. But the
New Year offers us another glimpse of the hope
that we try to provide the children we serve. With
the dawn of a new year, we get to encourage each
child to dream big again, to hope again, and to let
themselves love and be loved again.
TEXAS BOYS RANCH
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44th annual
Texas Boys Ranch is continually blessed by the Lubbock community! The 44th Annual
Telethon was a huge success and serves as an example of how generous and loving you are!
Your donations make it possible for us to take care of these children who so desperately
need our help. Every gift from each individual and business is extremely important. We
express our appreciation to all donors, public and private. Thank you! Thank you! Thank
you! Our corporate Sponsors include:
Stetson Sponsors
All-State Fence & Supply
American Recyclers
Betenbough Homes
Great Southwest Sales
Hurst Farm Supply, Inc.
Wolf Pump
Wranglers Sponsor
Gandy’s Dairies, Inc.
Brady & Jenny Goen Farms
Time Forge
Lariat Sponsors
Adams Paint Company
AMA TechTel
Amusement Park Studios
Big Top Productions
Chris Caddel Productions
Fox34
Hart Heating and Air
Dr. and Mrs. Greg Johnson
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The Overton Hotel & Conference Center
NAPA Auto Parts
Smooth Fusion
South Plains Electric Cooperative
South Plains Lions Club
Chaps Sponsors
Drs. Phillip and Tammy Camp
Galbraith Group
Glasheen, Valles & Inderman, LLP
Kuykendall Foundation
Lee Lewis Construction
Lubbock Sportsman Club
Massey Irrigation
United Supermarkets
Wells Fargo Advisors
Spur Sponsors
AIM Bank
Ameripride

Brady’s Dairy Queen
City Bank
The Clock Doc
Collier Construction
Craftsman Printers
Steve and Marilyn Fannin
FiberMax-BASF
Fitness Specialist
Jim and Diane Henson
Holtzman Wealth Strategies
Cindy Hughlett Music Ministry
Kiwanis
Lubbock National Bank
McWhorter’s Tire Co.
Peoples Bank
Prosperity Bank
Redbud Lions Club
Republic Services
Simpatico
Joe and Tracye Stettheimer
Texas Boys Ranch Foundation
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The 3rd Annual Texas Boys Ranch Prayer Walk took
place on Tuesday, October 15th with representatives
from churches in and around Lubbock gathered to
pray over the programs and work carried out at the
Ranch. A prayer was also offered for our nation and
for our community at large. The prayer walk was
held in conjunction with clergy appreciation day
and the members of the clergy who were present
were treated to lunch following the walk. We feel
truly blessed and we would like to thank all those in
attendance for showing your support and offering
prayers on behalf of Texas Boys Ranch, our staff,
and the children we serve.
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MEMORIAL AND LIVING HONOR GIFTS
June 1, 2019 - September 30, 2019

Memorial and Living Honor gifts are made to honor loved ones and friends, while also providing care for
children who desperately need help. We are deeply grateful to the many people who show their
affection and respect for their loved ones in this very special way.
Honorariums

Derek Pirtle
Joe L. & Jameree Freeman
Jay Hurst
Ms. Donna Smith
Jennifer Piel
Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Jim & Joy Hogan
Dr. and Mrs. Tom Neal
Joe Hurst
Ms. Donna Smith
Joel & Mallory
Ms. Hughes
John & Faye Sigle
Ms. Darleen J. West
John Paul Batrice
Mr. Richard Kelsheimer
Lacy Farris
Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Randy Purie
Ms. Donna Smith
Tim McKenzie
Ms. Eva Gay Keck
Vic Hines
Ms. Jill Nelson
Texas Boys Ranch
Advancement Team
Jay Hanley
Katie Dean
Jerry Dennis

Memorials

Annie Phipps
Ms. Helen McCauley
Bernard Monson
Mr. Jim Knowlton
Bob Andrews
Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Brian “Big” Williams
Ms. Brandi Varner
Camille Harris Nutter
David & Barbara Harris
Colleen Sturgeon
Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Dan Law
Joe & Debby May
David Barber
Ms. Vanessa Pope
Debbie Nail Sellers
Mr. Mike Davison
Debbie Riggins Copeland
Mr. Benny Gray
Dick Lowrey
Ms. Barbara Beberniss
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Doc Edwards
Layne Daniel Cates
Raymond Gonzales
Don & Dena Houchin
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Cole Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Crownover
Avalon Day Spa
Donald & Rita Harris
Lester Ramsey
Robert Wayne Davis
Michael & Jennifer Phy
Dustin Pelizzari
Mr. Robert Chenoweth
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Lance
Mr. & Mrs. J Michalka
Mr. Robert Wilson
Mrs. Patricia Rhoderick
Ronald Schilling
Mr. Breck Coker
Faye Bearden
Delmer & Mildred Barefoot
Bozeman Machinery & Tire
Ms. Sherry Owens
Donnie & Ronda Maines
Scott & Rayna Barefoot
Ronnie Rucker
James & Jackie Campbell
Gayle “Gigi” Maner
Ken & Carol Fields
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Robert & Barbara Coker
Floyd & Susan Pirtle
Rodney & Sherry Roberts
Roy Harold Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Les Eubank
Gena Parkman
Ms. Charlotte W Thurman
Donnie & Ronda Maines
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Haney
Johnny & Rhonda Fietz
Ms. Gayle Settle
Ruby Smith
Wells
Greg Boyd
Wanda Mason
Delwin & Ann Marrow
J Keith’s Jewelry, Inc.
Roy Wayne & Joan Roberts
Ms. Lea J. Roberts
Sharon Lucas
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Curtis
Harold Pharr
Brian & D’Ann Davis
Billy & Traci Cheek
Ms. Hazel Love
Mr. Jerry Pharr
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Gregory
Mr. Jerry Dennis
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Caddell
Harold Wayne Henson
Lorene Harmonson
Shayne Ann Kohout
Robby Vestal
Roy Wayne & Joan Roberts
Hurst Farm Supply, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne J. Kohout
Leftwich Chapman
Herschel Williams
Lou Ann Gregory
Sue Williams
Designer Floors, Inc.
Johnny & Rhonda Fietz
Johnny & Rhonda Fietz
Hurst Farm Supply, Inc.
Mr. Chris Haigh
Ira & Milam Parker
Lura Hammitt
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Rowland
Mr. Nolan Greak
Mr. Wayne Parker
Bob & Charlotte Mize
Suzan Headrick
Mr. & Mrs. Alan White
Jack Scarborough
Margaret Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Lanny Glover
Mr. Richard Teeter
Joe & Debby May
David & Barbara Harris
Todd Quisenberry
Lane & Kim Turner
Jane Kuykendall
Mary Ella Ellison
Miles & Jennifer Hornak
Ms. Sherry Saffle
Joe & Debby May
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Provident Realty Advisors
Robert & Jan Taylor
Jay Stanton
Mary Satterwhite
Ms. Beverly Bowen
Mrs. Allison Quisenberry
Roy Wayne & Joan Roberts
Joe & Darla Rhoads
Civic Organization of Lubbock
Ms. Barbara Beberniss
Ms. Talluah Luck
Melissa Fulton
Mike & Sandy Ogletree
Mr. Steve Maines
Jean Maddox
Mr. and Mrs. Darrel Werley
Ms. Jeannine McCoy
Mr. Brant Bousquet
Kenneth & Sharon Bond
Michael J. Weiss
Mrs. Von Aven
Earl & Patricia Russell
Jessie Kate Springer
Dr. and Mrs. Mike K. Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs C. Berwyn Tisdel
Mr. Gerald Files
Ms. Beverly St. Clair
Joe & Debby May
Cherry Petersen Landry
Tommy Linker
Jimmy Dean
Nancy Bish
Albert, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Crownover
Mr. Jerry Dennis
Steve & Joy Osborn
M’liss Brownfield
Tye Cameron
Jimmy Isbell
Orlen “Pat” O’Day
Mr. Jerry Huffaker
Joe & Darla Rhoads
Ms. Talluah Luck
Ms. Phyrne O’Day
Mr. Blake Coker
Weldon L. Reed
Jo Beth Trice
Pat Cobb
J Craig & Deborah Finlayson
Jerry & Glenda Arant
Mr. Mike Davison
West Texas Investments
Dan & Donna Caudle
William “Bill” Brown
Joe Felts
Patsy Humble
Steve & Margie Uryasz
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Magers
Johnny & Rhonda Fietz
Glenn & Leanora Jones
Jack & Leslie Prather
Wynona Willis
Judy Martin
Paula Seim
Kirk & Amy Heard
Fullingim Agency Inc.
Delwin & Ann Marrow
Mr. and Mrs. Gaylon R. Kerr
Mr. Orland Gilbert
Karen Wienke
Ray Reynolds
Ms. Jane Schoonmaker
Kenneth & Sharon Bond
Mr. Mike Davison
John & Alina Seright
Karmen McCulloch
Johnny & Rhonda Fietz
Kathleen Ragland
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Kathryn Helen “Sunny” Storseth
806.747.3187 • Fax 806.747.3193
Mark & Jeana Culbert
The
Texas
Boys
Ranch
does not discriminate on the basis of color, age,
Katie Dean
religion, national origin or disabled condition. Funding for the care of the
Mr. Jerry Dennis
children is provided by the generosity of individuals, churches, businesses,
Larry Lindsey
foundations, and reimbursement by the Texas Department of Family and
Protective Services for services rendered to children.
Mrs. Polly Jan Wampler
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HAPPY

H appiness should always describe the Christmas season.
O pportunities abound for you to make a child’s day.
L ove and generosity are motivating reasons
I nviting you to shine His blessed light along the way.
D ecide today what you will do to help our girls and boys.
A nticipate the needs and the resources you’ll supply.
Y earn to meet our mission, and together we’ll rejoice,
S haring Jesus. Healing Hearts. Transforming Lives.

From the staff and children at Texas Boys Ranch

